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FOREWORD BY THE MASTER 
Dear Glovers,  
 

Please may I start by saying what an enormous privilege it was to be installed as Master Glover on 1st 

November. It was a truly wonderful day, not only for the memorable service at St Margaret Lothbury 

at 

which our Chaplain demonstrated his skill at 

managing the unexpected, but also for the very 

many Glovers and guests who attended the lunch 

afterwards in Drapers’ Hall. Thank you all for such a 

splendid start to my year. 

 A Master’s year starts without a pause. My 

immediate predecessor, Michael Orr, had warned 

me of the need for the Master to have stamina, and 

so it is proving. I was allowed a 30 minute rest after 

the lnstallation Lunch had finally come to an end, 

before hastily changing for dinner to join the 

Curriers Company in Cutlers Hall. A challenging 

start, and so it has continued. In my first week I was 

proud to represent the Glovers by planting a cross 

with poppies at the opening of the Garden of 

Remembrance at St Paul’s Cathedral, attend a 

midday concert given by the City of London School 

for Girls, witness the installation of the new Lord 

Mayor at the Silent Ceremony in Guildhall and 

watch the Lord Mayor’s Show, in which a good 

number of  

 

 
The Master and Mistress lead the way back to Drapers’ Hall 

Jonathan Crossman MBE being robed as Master 
 

Glovers took part. Last week, along with third 

Under Warden Richard Morris and Liveryman 

David Roots, I attended a dinner with the 

Captain and Officers of our affiliated submarine 

HMS Artful at Faslane in snowy Scotland, a 

mere 8 hour train journey in each direction. 

We all have much to look forward to in the 

coming year and I am very grateful to the 

members of the Social Committee who have 

been so active in helping to arrange a 

programme of events for 2017 for all of us to 

enjoy. In the very near future we have the 

annual Glovers Carol Service at St Margaret 

Lothbury and I hope to see many of you there. 

As the festive season is now arriving, 

Debbie and I wish you and your families a 



 very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year. 

Jonathan Crossman – Master 
 

DON’T’ FORGET THE CAROL SERVICE AT St MARGARET 

LOTHBURY ON 12TH DECEMBER 2016 AT 6PM 

 
 

IMAGES FROM THE INSTALLATION LUNCH  
 

 

  



  

 

 
 

A GLOVER ON TOP OF AFRICA 
Liveryman Steve Marsh has just returned from climbing 

Mt Kilimanjaro in Tanzania - the highest point in Africa 

and also the tallest free standing mountain in the 

world. Steve funded the trip himself but was also 

raising funds for the NSPCC, following a successful 

attempt at completing the National 3 Peaks Challenge 

(Ben Nevis, Scafell and Snowdon in 24 hours) two years 

ago with two friends who also went to Africa. After 5 

days climbing Steve finally made Stella Point on the 

crater rim, just short of 19,000', after a 7 hour climb 

setting off at midnight. Unfortunately the altitude 

meant that he couldn't breathe well enough to make it 

all the way to Uhuru Peak (another 400' higher) so had 

to descend rapidly to avoid altitude sickness. 

Steve said 'It is certainly the hardest thing that I have 

ever attempted, but the climb and the views made it all 

worthwhile!' He also said that he wouldn't be doing it 

again…..  

If you would like to sponsor Steve then please go to 

http://www.virginmoneygiving.com/team/XTKilimanjaro 
 

 

THE GLOVE COLLECTION TRUST 

http://www.virginmoneygiving.com/team/XTKilimanjaro


 
 

A pair of leather gloves, circa 1610 – 25, of white kid 

stained buff, suede side uppermost, with long 

extended fingers, with integral gauntlets edged and 

lined in brown silk, matching three ribbon band 

gussets, all edged in simple gold thread bobbin 

lace, the gauntlets applied with deep crimson 

triangle and oval satin appliqués, over-embroidered 

in couched gold thread in two thicknesses, purl wire 

and sequins, buff floss silk embroidered detailing. 

32 cm long. The triangular crimson silk panels, 

ovoid shapes and hearts are somewhat similar to 

another set of gloves in our collection. Can you find 

which one? These were part of the Collection 

donated to the Livery in 1959 by the late Robert 

Spence. Conservation 1995 –1999 sponsored by 

Past Master Renault Beakbane. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO GLOVERS IN THE CITY 

  
Liveryman Lindy Estlin has just begun her year as 

Sheriff’s consort and this beautiful broach was 

commissioned to mark the occasion. The Company wish 

both Lindy and Peter a most enjoyable year. 

 
 

The Company would wish to congratulate Past 

Assistant Wendy Mead OBE CC (2
nd

 from Right) on 

becoming Chief Commoner Elect. A wonderful 

achievement and much deserved recogntition. 

 

 

GLOVERS AT THE LORD MAYOR’S SHOW 

  



  
Images from a rather soggy Lord Mayor’s Show.  Our St John Ambulance Unit from Barnet took part as well as Past Assistant Wendy 
Mead, Ann Loach and Past Master Bill Loach. Well done to all those Glovers that braved the weather and went along to watch. 
 

PRESENTATION OF GLOVES TO THE SHERIFFS 

 
The Master, flanked by Alderman & Sheriff William Russell and by Alderman & Sheriff Peter Estlin, at the annual 

presentation of gloves to the incoming Sheriffs at the Old Bailey on 31
st
 October. 

 

 

A NEWLY VAMPED WEBSITE 



At his installation, the Master announced the 

impending launch of a revamped, turbo-charged 

websit.  Some of you may have noticed that it has 

quietly been up and running for a week or so.  We will 

shortly be publishing a Guide for Members to explain 

the new features but the purpose here is to summarise 

the main changes. 

First, and most obviously, we have changed the way 

pages are laid out to be more like blogs.  This is not 

just to make them more accessible for social media; it 

also means the newest content is always at the top, 

older items are expired off the bottom and really 

important items can be featured so they also appear 

on the 'What's New' Home page.  The Newsletter now 

has a new outlet through the News page.  The site now 

has automated backups and change logging so it is 

much more secure and harder for an inexperienced 

user to damage anything. 

 

The second change is that we have now put the entire membership database online as part of the site, within 

the members area. Where previously there was just a list of members with names and addresses there is now 

one database feeding all other lists such as committee lists. All members of the Livery now have individual 

logins and passwords and the old shared member login will shortly disappear but there is a 'forgot login' 

button for those that need reminding.  You can also use your email address to log in this allowing members to 

update their own profiles directly through the site.  Compiling and uploading everything has been a mammoth 

task but we are very aware of the gaps and errors in the data.  Much of this can be corrected directly by 

members themselves but changes to history still need to be checked first so please email the clerk if you spot 

anything incorrect.  We are trying to upload photos of as much of the Livery as possible, so please send in any 

nice mugshots as well if you are not already covered. 

The third big change is the event booking system which allows us to have online booking; we will be 

experimenting with this over the coming months as well as exploring options for online payment, directly linked 

to the registration.   

This work augments, but does not replace, our existing ways of operating.  The newsletter and event flyers will 

continue to be circulated by email and no-one should feel obliged to book online if they prefer to fill in the 

form and post a cheque.  It has been a huge effort to set all this up over the summer, and clean and upload all 

the data as well as copying across all the existing content into the new pages.  We hope it will make the 

company more effective at what it does and more efficient in how it does it.                                 Andrew Hicks 

– Webmaster 
 

WELCOME TO 4 NEW GLOVERS 



 

 

The Master welcomes Hilary Miller as a 

Freeman of the Company at a short ceremony 

held at St Margaret Lothbury on 31
st
 October 

The Master with Jonathan Hillman, Hilary Miller, Ben Maxwell-Aylwin 

and Paul Haynes following their clothing in the Livery at the 

Installation Court held at Drapers’ Hall on 1
st
 November 

 

 

 

ANNUAL INTER LIVERY PANCAKE 

RACE 

The Company will be taking part in the 

annual Inter Livery Pancake race on Tue 

28th Feb 2017 in Guildhall Yard. We are 

always looking for eager pancakers to 

take part.  Julian Lidstone will be 

organising the team this time so please 

let him now if you are able to take part.  

Details will follow. 

INTER LIVERY SWIMATHON 

CHALLENGE 

The Company have received a 

challenge from the Chartered 

Surveyors Company to take part in a 

swimathon on Thu 2nd Mar 2017 at 

the RAC in Epsom.  If we have any 

keen swimmers who would like to 

take part and would be prepared to 

organise a team please let me know. 
 

A VISIT TO THE MUSEUM OF LONDON 
 

What has Twitter ever done for the Glovers?    Well one excellent result of our online presence is finding a 

group of academics who are carrying out some interesting research.   

Under the provocative title of Gender Power and Materiality, we found a research group led by Professor James 

Daybell, Professor of Early Modern British History at the University of Plymouth. The group consists of 

academics from Leiden, Lund and Western Australia who gather regularly both virtually and physically and the 

Glovers caught up with them at their latest meeting.  Their current research is focussing on gloves from 

sixteenth-eighteenth century, and they are interested in their historical lifecycle from commission and 

construction, through consumption and gift-giving to their later transmission and archiving in modern day 

museums. They are therefore very interested in the ‘material’ aspects of gloves, how they were made and the 

trade connected to them.   



 
Members of the Company (L-R: Alison Gowman, Alvan Seth-Smith, Mike Dodd, The Master and Mike Redwood) with 

some of the staff from the Museum of London with some of the gloves held by the Museum. 

A group consisting of the Master, Renter Warden, Assistant Mike Dodd and Liveryman Michael Redwood as 

well as Past Master Alison Gowman gathered at Alison's offices with the academics and tried our best to answer 

questions such as would women have been able to create the leather for gloves in the 16th century (yes) and 

did they (most certainly). Were the ornate cuffs detachable and how were gloves assembled between the 

leather seller, glover, broderer and gold and silver wyre drawer? (an article about the Elizabethan cuff was 

provided  but other elements were left for further research and Liz Elvin's help). Did we know that the Glove 

Collection Trust has a glove with some erotic images on the cuff?  (No. Gosh let's rush down to the Museum of 

Fashion in Bath to have a look……..  NB Social visit with the Glovers in the Spring is already organised). 

We then went on to visit the Museum of London's textile department to view that Museum's excellent 

collection of gloves of this period and to re-visit the wonderful glove storage drawers that the Glovers' Charity 

funded in 2010 - still very well used and looking good. Since Alison is a Governor of the Museum of London this 

smoothed the entrée and introduction to Timothy Long the Curator of Fashion & Decorative Arts. He had laid 

out a great collection of gloves and cuffs for us to look at. This provoked a lot of discussion about glove making 

and dating including the embroidery and design. I believe that the Museum learned as much from us and we 

did from them. 

There will be a continuing link as the academic group are writing an article and finally a book about their 

studies and clearly this will be another opportunity for the importance of gloves to be lauded and explained.  

 

CITY LIVERY BRIEFINGS 2017 
These early evening events (5.30-7.30pm) are aimed at introducing Liverymen and Freemen 

to the City of London Corporation and its links with the Livery. Taking place at Guildhall, they 

have been scheduled for the following dates: 

 

• Wednesday 8 February 2017 

• Tuesday 10 October 2017 

• Monday 6 November 2017 

 

Comments from past attendees have highlighted how useful and informative these sessions 

are and The Master hopes that as many of you as possible (especially new Liverymen) will 

take full advantage of the service offered. To book on to these or any of the briefing courses 

set out below, please visit www.liverycommitteecourses.org/ or contact your clerk. 

 

 

 


